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patronage of the Blessed Virgin, now bears his name:  a church in Rome
and several others in other places are built in his honour.

St Yvo was a saint amidst the dangers of the world; but he preserved
his virtue untainted only by arming -himself carefully against them, by
conversing assiduously with God in prayer and holy meditation, and by
most watchfully shunning the snares of bad company. Without this
precaution all the instructions of parents and all other means of virtue
are ineffectual; and a soul is sure to split against the rock which does
not steer wide of it. God preserved Toby faithful amidst the Samaritan
idolaters, and Lot in Sodom itself; but he will never protect those who
voluntarily seek danger and court destruction. Who for pleasure or amuse-
ment would choose to live in a pest-house continually to converse with
persons infected with the plague, and to breathe an empoisoned air ? The
maxims both of reason and religion command us to fly from out of the
midst of Babylon, that is, from the company of abandoned sinners, whose
very conversation and deportment secretly spread a baneful influence
over our minds.

The following feasts are celebrated on May 22 :

ST BASILISCTIS, martyred with St Lucia in 312 : ST BOBO, a gentleman of Provence, a great
soldier, the father of the poor and the defender of his country against the Saracens; he died
while on a pilgrimage to Rome in 985 : ST CASTUS and ST JIMILIUS, martyrs who had at first
failed to stand true in the persecution but rose with great fervour and triumphed in the fire of
their martyrdom; St Augustine preached a sermon on these two, likening them in their fall
and their repentance to St Peter : BLESSED JOHN FOREST, O.S.F.. martyr: ST CON ALL, Abbot
in Ireland, honoured in a large parish in the County Tyrconnel with great devotion; his church
and well are visited by many pilgrims: ST RITA, widow: and ST Yvo, Bishop, canonized only
twenty-seven years after his death, in 1253.
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ST JULIA, VIRGIN AND MARTYR
(FIFTH AGE)

[From her authentic acts given by Ruinart, in an appendix to his edition of the history of Victor
Vitensis, de Persec. Vandal.]

SHE was a noble virgin at Carthage who, when that city was taken by
Genseric in 439, was sold for a slave to a pagan merchant of Syria. Under
the most mortifying employments of her station, by cheerfulness and
patience she found, besides her sanctification, a present happiness and
comfort which the world could not have afforded. All the time she was
not employed in her master's business was devoted to prayer and reading
books of piety. She fasted very rigorously every day but Sunday; nor
could all the entreaties of her master, who was charmed with her fidelity
and other virtues, nor the hardships of her situation, prevail with her to
be more tender of herself. The merchant thought proper to carry her
with him on one of his voyages to Gaul, where he imported the most